
Conservation Corner #1 (Appeared in the Ferry County View August 13, 2014) 

  

Be Prepared in the Event of Fire 
  

The Carlton Complex Fire is over 90% 

contained.  Most folks in Okanogan County can 

breathe a sigh of relief and begin to pick up the 

pieces.  Unfortunately, a number of residents 

have very few pieces to pick up.  This devastating 

fire, the biggest in Washington’s history, has 

consumed more than 300 homes and 

innumerable outbuildings.  

  

Ferry County has had its share of big wildfires. The White Mountain Fire in1988, 

the Copper Butte Fire in 1994, the Leona Fire in 2001 and the Togo Fire 2003 

burned from 5,000 to 20,000 acres each. Though most of the active burning 

associated with these fires was far from populated areas, some homes were 

threatened and changes in wind and fire behavior could have made the threat 

even worse.  The Fish Hatchery Fire in 2010 was a real wakeup call when dense 

vegetation, dry August conditions and strong winds conspired to produce a fire 

which grew quickly and threatened many homes in the Fish Hatchery and 

Herron Creek drainages, just north of Pine Grove.   

  

As the View goes to press the Devil’s Elbow Fire, north of Keller has spread to 

over 8,000 acres and threatens a number of homes and other buildings.  If you 

live in the Bridge Creek area along Highway 21, your window of opportunity for 

preparing for wildfire may have passed.  If you live elsewhere in the county, the 

threat of fire is still high and growing with each hot and dry day.  It is crucial 

that you understand the evacuation system which is used here in our county 

and elsewhere so that you will know what to do when the word goes out.  In 

Ferry County, the Sheriff’s office, working with other agencies will make the 

decision about issuing any evacuation notices. These notices will go out on radio 

and TV or be communicated by officers going door- to-door.  

  



There are three evacuation levels: 

• Level 1 – Be alert.  The fire is nearby.  Its threat is not imminent, but it could 

be if conditions were to change.  Monitor the media for information.  If you or 

family members have special needs, be thinking about how that may 

complicate the evacuation.  Evacuation is voluntary. 

• Level 2 – There is a significant risk.  Be ready to leave 

• Level 3 – Fire is affecting your area now or is imminent.  Leave immediately. 

  

In the event of a wildfire, the primary objective is to prevent injury and/or loss 

of life to our loved ones, ourselves, and, if possible, our pets and 

livestock.  Having an understanding of the evacuation categories and doing the 

necessary pre-planning are the best ways to avoid panic in the event of a fire 

and to ensure a safe outcome.  With proper preparation you will able to act 

decisively and swiftly, if need be. 

  

Have an on-going discussion with family members about the steps to be 

taken.  When the Level 3 evacuation notice comes, the procedure will be second 

nature.  Know what supplies and valuables you plan to take so you don’t waste 

precious time gathering them at the last minute (better yet, have everything 

together near the door so it can be grabbed fast).  Perhaps these things can be 

transferred to a car when the Level 2 evacuation notice is received.  Make sure 

each family member carries a charged phone.  Have a plan for animals.  Will 

you grab cats and dogs?  Will you open up pens of larger animals? 

  

Have a designated meeting place a safe distance from your house.  Make sure 

you have car keys handy and backup sets stashed somewhere outside.  If 

possible, have more than one way to drive away from your house.  Have a 

backup meeting place away from your house and a backup phone contact, in 

case family members get separated. 

  

The secondary objective in the event of a wildfire is to protect property.  Most 

measures needed to protect homes must be implemented well before the threat 

of fire is close at hand.   The most effective time to make a home defensible is 



before and during its construction.  If possible, don’t build your house in the 

middle of a forest or at the top of a steep hill.  Use non-flammable materials for 

siding (e.g., stucco, brick, or block) and for roofing (metal is 

preferable).  Wooden surfaced decks and porches are especially vulnerable. 

  

Most of us don’t have the luxury of planning a new home.  However, we can still 

help firefighters by creating a defensible space around our existing home.  Keep 

trees away from the house, if possible.  Trim overhanging limbs and prune trees 

near the house to reduce ladder fuels.  Cut lawns short keep them green and 

irrigated.  Make sure that flammable materials are not stored near the house 

(firewood should be stacked away from the house).   If you have water tanks, 

keep them as full as possible.  Turn off your propane supply when you 

evacuate.  The National Fire Protection Association has instituted the 

Firewise Communities Program to educate homeowners about how to protect 

their homes from wildfire.  Additional, very extensive information on this topic is 

available on their website (www.firewise.org). 

  

In summary, good planning and preparation will set the stage for the best 

outcome in the event of a wildfire.  Don’t listen to rumor with regards to 

evacuation.  Know the three levels and wait for the official word.  For a very 

comprehensive Emergency Evacuation Checklist, a “compilation of the more 

useful items to take, what to do before leaving and what to do now to prepare”, 

visit  ferrycountyview.com. 

  
 

http://www.ferrycountyview.com/

