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Public Meetings Summary: June 1, 18, and 19, 2018 

Introduction 
The Ferry Conservation District (FCD) hosted two public meetings in Ferry County and presented at 
one additional meeting to discuss the draft Ferry County Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) Work 
Plan. Postcards were sent out by mail and emails were also sent out to a list of interested parties and 
others that were on FCD’s distribution list. Information was presented about the Draft Work Plan at 
each of these meetings.  

Friday, June 1: 7:00 – 8:30 PM Barstow – Kettle River Grange 
25262 Highway 395 N 
Kettle Falls, WA 

Monday, June 18: 5:00 – 7:00 PM Curlew – Fire Hall 
7 River Street 
Curlew, WA 

Tuesday, June 19: 5:00 – 7:00 PM Republic – Ferry County Commissioner’s Office 
290 E. Tessie Boulevard 
Republic, WA 

Presentation and Attendees 
Lloyd Odell (FCD) presented to 12 members and guests of the Kettle River Grange along with some 
work group members who were in attendance. White Bluffs Consulting staff presented information at 
the two public meetings held in Curlew and Republic. Only a few work group members and members 
of the public attended these mid-June meetings.  

Public Comments Summary 
Comments from the group were generally positive, and a few questions were asked. A summary of 
the comments and questions with responses are provided below: 

• People like the voluntary aspects of the program.  

• They also like that VSP puts agricultural viability on equal footing with environmental 
protection.  

• In rural areas there are strong feelings that economic concerns take a back seat to 
environmental measures that are imposed by “outside interests.” 

• Attendees felt that VSP gives a better voice to rural people who make their livings using 
natural resources. 

• People liked that VSP recognizes peoples’ past conservation activities. 
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• Several members of the group hope that wolf elimination could be part of VSP activities. 

Response: Wolf management is a contentious ongoing issue outside the scope of the VSP. 

• Group members expressed some suspicion that the voluntary parts of the program could 
become mandatory. 

• Some voiced concern about whether confidentiality and anonymity will be able to be 
maintained for those that participate in the program, and the risk of participants being 
“singled out” by regulators. 

• Are there exceptions to buffer rules about how close you can farm next to rivers? Could 
buffer averaging happen sometimes? Response: It’s a one-size-doesn’t-fit-all. Under VSP there 
is more flexibility with buffers than Washington Department of Ecology or Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. There is buffer averaging at times. 

• What is the source of the numbers from in table of actions to protect critical areas since 
2011? Response: National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and FCD. 

• If the County does not implement VSP do the County agriculture activities become regulated 
under the critical areas code/Growth Management Act? Response: Yes, the County would have 
to amend the code to include regulation of agriculture if VSP fails.  

• Does VSP apply to small acreage operations as well? Response: Yes, it applies to all agriculture 
activities that could impact critical areas in the county, whether they occur on small or large 
operations.  

• A producer mentioned that most of the farmers and producers he knows are mindful of 
erosion. Over the last 15 years he has probably planted 1,000 trees but beavers have eaten a 
lot of them. His opinion is that a lot of erosion is from the beavers.  

• The State gives money to the County and FCD for the VSP program? Response: Yes, funding is 
provided for development of the Work Plan and for implementation. If someone wants to do 
additional conservation practices on their property it is likely they will be given priority 
consideration, dependent on available funding. VSP funding can be used with other funding 
sources as match.  

• Many local producers already work through NRCS. Will this information be used in VSP? 
Response: Yes, VSP will not require double-counting of conservation practices. We obtain 
information directly from NRCS. We would like to collect additional information on self-funded 
conservation efforts.  
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DRAFT 

Next Steps 
Public comments are requested through June 29, 2018. The FCD will share public comments with the 
Ferry County VSP Work Group at the July 16, 2018 meeting. The Work Plan will be submitted for 
State review on August 30, 2018. 
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