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What is the Ferry Conservation District? 

In the early 1930’s, following a severe and sustained drought in the Great Plains, that 

region’s soil began to erode and blow away.   This was the environmental disaster we 

know as the Dust Bowl.  The dust storms reached from Texas and to New York.  Dust 

was even reported sifting into the White House and onto the desk of Franklin D. 

Roosevelt.   As a result of the Dust Bowl, Congress passed legislation declaring soil and 

water conservation a national policy and priority.  However, Congress knew the only 

way to ensure that conservation work was successful would be to enlist active, 

voluntary support from private landowners. 

President Roosevelt wrote the governors of all the states recommending legislation that 

would allow local landowners to form soil conservation districts and even developed 

draft legislation (Standard States District Act) for each state.  The legislation ensured 

there would be continuity between the states and that they would all have the same 

basic purpose.  The formation of these locally governed districts allowed states to 

receive assistance from the federal Soil Conservation Service (now the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service [NRCS]).  District boards identified local soil 

conservation priorities and informed the local public about new practices that could save 

soil and improve the profitability of farms.  They also facilitated communication between 

local landowners and the federal government. 

Like conservation districts across Washington State, the Ferry Conservation District is 

considered a subdivision of state government.  However, we are not a state agency and 

do not receive an ongoing operation budget from the state general fund.  We are 

independently governed by a five-member board of local supervisors, who are either  

elected or appointed to serve three-year terms Supervisors must be landowners or 

occupiers within the conservation district, and as such are in the best position to identify 

local resource issues.  Conservation districts truly are grassroots organizations setting 

our priorities based on local needs and communicating those needs with governmental 

agencies, such as the NRCS. 



Conservation districts are able to design solutions to address almost any problem 

relating to natural resources, such as air quality, groundwater contamination prevention, 

fish and wildlife habitat improvement, dairy waste management, streambank 

stabilization, irrigation water management, forestland improvement, and erosion control.  

Powers of conservation districts include:  conducting surveys and research; 

dissemination of information; conducting demonstrations; carrying out prevention and 

control measures; acquiring land and property; and developing/administering programs 

that ensure the conservation of renewable natural resources within the district.   

Conservation districts do not have any regulatory authority and do not report to any 

regulatory agency.  They only make recommendations to landowners about how to 

improve or conserve natural resources. They also provide assistance, in the form of 

technical advice and cost-share funding opportunities, for the design and 

implementation of conservation projects.  Conservation districts, are the only 

organizations, public or private, that design and apply on-the-ground solutions to 

nonpoint water quality problems on privately owned agricultural lands. 

Today there are 41 conservation districts in the state of Washington.  35 of them share 

the same boundary as the county they are in. Three Washington counties have more 

than one district.  Ferry County originally had six conservation districts.  In the early 

1950’s, these were consolidated into one, the Ferry Conservation District. 

Ferry Conservation District really is your conservation district.  All meetings are open 

and we encourage the public to participate.  Grassroots government only works when 

local people participate.  Find out more about what programs are available.  Each of us 

can have a voice in how we manage our resources locally. Please call 775-3473 for 

more information.  

 

 


