
MEETING NOTES 
FERRY COUNTY VSP WORK GROUP 

February 12, 2020 
 
 
 

Attendees: 
Julie Olsen Landowner, Dennis Olsen Landowner, Teresa Jenkins Landowner, Alan 
Walker Landowner, Linda Myceck Landowner, Dave Hedrick Ferry County 
Conservation District, Johnna Exner Ferry County Commissioner, Bill Folks Ferry 
County Planner, and Elisha Cava Ferry County Planning and Building Department 
Assistant. 
 
Dave Hedrick called the meeting to order at 12:03 p.m. 
 
Dave Hedrick reported on the state updates. The State Conservation Commission has 
hired a new technical advisor for VSP, Levi Keesecker, based in Spokane. Dave also 
met with the Stevens County Farm Bureau Representative, Julie Loveall last month. 
The Farm Bureau would like to become more involved with the program in our county. 
Dave also reported that there will be a series of presentations coming up, starting on 
March 28th, and held at Eureka Gulch Community Clubhouse in Republic. Handouts 
were available with the details.  
 
He also stated that the Ferry County VSP is behind in its monitoring, which needs to be 
done in summer. The 5 year report is due on March 14, 2021. So all of the data 
needed will need to be gathered this summer. The current VSP funding needs to be 
used by the end of June 2021. The VSP goal is to improve on 2011 conditions, and 
maintain the improvements. The conditions were defined as where agricultural areas 
intersect with critical areas. There was a discussion about wildlife habitat health. 
 
Dave stated that he will be meeting with Rochelle from the County Weed Board in 
March to discuss the possibility of supplementing their program with VSP funding. As 
long as NRCS practices are followed, that could be a way of helping land owners with 
weed control. 
 
The Conservation District will be in charge of creating, collecting and distributing 
application forms for VSP projects. The group decided on a monthly meeting schedule. 
Dave will circulate the applications received before the meetings for the work group 
members to review.  
 



There was a discussion about inspiring the County’s youth to help the VSP outreach. 
Some ways of doing that could be school presentations, FMLA, organizing field trips, 
visiting science fairs, and the Ferry County Conservation Fair. Johnna suggested 
providing a link for kids to use to find their family’s property. Allen suggested 
developing a simplified critical areas bullet point handout for the kids to take home 
and share, as most people might not be aware that they have critical areas on their 
property.  Also encouraging VSP implementation as a senior project. Curlew School 
District teachers Tucker Willits and April Barrecca were suggested as possible contacts. 
 
The next VSP meeting is scheduled to be held on March 16th, 2020 at 5pm at the Old 
Curlew Fire Hall. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:04 pm. 
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
 
  


