
 

April is Ferry County Pride Month. 

In 1995, an enthusiastic group of 

people from a number of govern-

ment agencies, businesses and 

groups in the county, got together to 

plan a way to celebrate Earth Day 

in Ferry County.    

The meeting resulted in the first 

Ferry County Pride Month., a 

month of events, workshops, and 

activities which focusing on  and 

showcasing the natural resources of 

Ferry County. 

Ferry Conservation District’s 

Spring Plant Sale, had already been 

a favorite April event  for years and 

fit right into the theme.  Since 1995, 

it has continued to be an important 

part of Pride Month. 

The highlight of the month is the 

Spring Conservation Fair on Satur-

day, April 16., from 10 am—1 pm 

at the Ferry County Fairgrounds.  

Natural resource-related agencies, 

groups and businesses  will present 

workshops, demonstrations and 

displays.   

Many family activities will be of-

fered at the Fair  The Carousel will 

be  operating  and a petting zoo will 

be featured.  The Curlew Job Corps 

Carpentry Program will provide the 

materials and assistance for kids to 

build blue bird nesting boxes. 

The Fairgrounds is the site of the 

Ferry Conservation District's Spring 

Plant Sale, which takes place on the 

day before and on the day of the 

Fair.   The  District will also have  

an information booth at the Fair. 

The Ferry County Cooperative 

Extension Agency, the Tri-County 

Economic Development District, 

Ferry County Solid Waste,  and the 

Ferry County Noxious Weed Board 

will host other programs throughout 

the month. 

Spring Highlights 

 The Ferry Conservation 

District Board of Supervisors 

meets on the 4th Wednesday 

of each month at 5:30 pm 

 2016 Spring Plant Sale Pick-

up and Seed Exchange  - 

April 15-16, Ferry County 

Fairgrounds 

 April 2016—Ferry County 

Pride Month 

 Saturday, April 16, 10 am-1 

pm Spring Conservation Fair, 

Ferry County Farigrounds 

 

2016 Ferry County Pride Month 

Spring Conservation Fair  

Composting Workshop 
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          2016 

SPRING 

    PLANT 

             SALE 
April 15-16.  Still a few plants available. 

Visit ferrycd.org or call (509)775-3473 Ext 100 for availability. 

Ferry Conservation District  

Our mission is to safeguard the rural lifestyle and sustainable  use of 

natural resources of Ferry County for present and future 

landowners, residents, and visitors by offering technical and 

financial assistance, outreach, and education through partnerships.  
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This year county residents 
will add dozens of fruit 
trees to their orchards, 
acquired through the Ferry 
Conservation District 
Spring Plant Sale.  Here we 
address three of the most 
common questions the 
District might receive this 
year about the new trees. 
 
How tall and wide will my 
fruit trees be when they 
mature?  How far apart 
should I plant them?: 

 The Honeycrisp Apple 

and Manchurian Crabapple 
are larger semi-dwarf 
trees.  They will grow to 
approximately 14’-25’ tall and wide 
(2/3 the size of a standard tree).    
 The Gravenstein Apple is a 

slightly smaller semi-dwarf 
tree, which will grow to 
approximately 10’-18’ tall 
and wide (50-60% of a 
standard tree size). 

 Both the President and 

the Prune Plum trees are 
standard-size plums  and 
will grow to about 18’-25’  
tall and wide. 

 Space trees based on 

mature width, with a little 
extra between trees. 
Trees may be pruned to 

make them smaller (see be-
low.) 
 
Should I prune my trees?: 

 Yes.  This is important.  There 

are many good books and internet 
sites to help you with proper prun-

ing. 

 You may consider “heading” 

or “topping” the new tree upon first 
planting.  In addition you may want 
to prune some of the branches on 
the new tree, as well. 

 Continued proper pruning of 

fruit trees is important for shaping 
and sizing of the trees.  Proper 
spacing of branches is also essential 
for airflow and sunlight penetration 
and will make your tree healthier 
and more productive. 

 The mature size of all fruit 

trees can be reduced by proper 
pruning (If you plan to prune trees 
to a smaller height, you can consid-
er planting them closer together..) 

 Pruning may be done in the 

dormant season and/or during the 
growing season. 

 

Much of Ferry County’s agricultural land 

is found along  its streams and rivers. 

 

The environmentalist interests also 

feared the impacts of agricultural 

activity on critical areas, both now 

and in the future. The counties were 

stuck in the middle, fearing the 

costs of appeal from both sides. 

In 2007, the legislature charged the 

Ruckleshaus Environmental Law 

Center to examine the conflict be-

tween protecting agricultural land 

and protecting critical areas in local 

ordinances under the GMA. There 

was an agreement reached in 2010, 

and legislation passed in 2011. 

However, there was no funding 

allocated until 2015. Under the 

Voluntary Stewardship Program 

(VSP) Statute, counties are not 

obligated to implement VSP until 

the state provides funding. 

VSP has been developed by the 

Washington State Conservation 

Commission. The program is an 

alternative approach for counties to 

meet the GMA requirement to pro-

tect critical areas on agricultural 

lands. 

The Ferry Conservation District 
will take the lead in developing the 

VSP work plan or Ferry County. 
We will work closely with the Plan-
ning Department, the County Com-
missioners, the agricultural commu-

nities and all interested citizens to 
build a plan that will meet the need 
to protect critical environmental 

areas; and at the same time it will 
protect the economic viability of 
agriculture in Ferry County. 

Voluntary Stewardship Program—Conservation District Partners with 

County 

An Alternative Approach to the 

Growth Management Act and to 

Critical Areas Ordinances 

Every county in Washington State 

is required to enact an ordinance to 

protect and maintain healthy func-

tioning ecosystems through the 

protection of unique, fragile and 

valuable elements of the environ-

ment, including ground and surface 

waters, wetlands and fish and wild-

life and their habitats, and to con-

serve the biodiversity of plant and 

animal species. 

Early on in the Growth Manage-

ment Act (GMA) process, there was 

a tendency to exempt agricultural 

lands from the Critical Areas Ordi-

nances (CAOs). In the early 2000’s 

Washington courts ruled that agri-

cultural lands were NOT exempt 

from CAOs. This led to concerns in 

the agricultural community that 

regulations could have a negative 

impact on agricultural land values. 

Fruit Tree Questions and Answers 
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Pruning your  

fruit trees is 

very im-

portant 

“The Voluntary 

Stewardship 

Program  is  an 

alternative 

approach for 

counties to meet 

the GMA 

requirements to 

protect critical 

areas on 

agricultural 

lands.” 



Vegetation will hold streambank 

soil in place, preventing damaging 

erosion to occur.  This was the 

conclusion reached by children, 

ages 6-12,  who recently attended 

the STEM Extraganza,  day camp 

offered by the Ferry County Coop-

erative Extension Tech Wizards 

program.  

Liz Carr, District Water Quality 

Specialist and Bill Chamberlin, 

District Resource Technician, pro-

vided  two boxes of soil, one with 

grass rooted in it and one without.  

The campers poured equal amounts 

of water onto each sample and 

observed and recorded the results. 

The campers got their hands dirty 

while learning about the scientific 

method, watersheds and riparian 

systems.   

The erosion table experiment was 

an outreach program of the Water 

Quality in Ferry County grant, 

funded by the Washington Dept. of 

Ecology. 

The Ferry Conservation District is 

also collaborating with the Exten-

sion office in supporting the Repub-

lic School “Lunches to Lunches” 

program. District grant funds will 

provide equipment and supplies for 

planting food crops in the recently 

renovated school greenhouse. 

ment of Ecology Water Quality in 

Ferry County  (WQFC) grant. 

Landowners are generally reim-

bursed  up to 50% of the costs of 

implementation up to a pre-

determined amount.  Ferry Con-

servation District (FCD) is ac-

cepting applications for conserva-

tion projects which will enhance 

water quality along the Kettle or 

Sanpoil Rivers or on the shores of 

Curlew Lake.   

Projects could include stream-

bank restoration, riparian fencing, 

wildlife enhancement or off-

Cost Share funds are available 

through the Washington Depart-

stream livestock watering facilities. 

Local landowner involvement is 

voluntary.  As a non-regulatory 

entity, the FCD has the ability to 

act as liaison between the landown-

er and the agencies necessary to get 

through planning and permitting 

portions of conservation projects.  

If you have a project you think may 

qualify, please contact Liz Carr, 

Water Quality Specialist, (509)775-

3473, ext 105; email: 

liz.carr@conservewa.net. 

Cost Share Assistance Available for Riparian Conservation Projects 

Washington Department of Ecolo-

gy, WQFC will address water quali-

ty issues through ongoing imple-

mentation of Best Management 

Practices (BMPs). Both the Kettle 

River and the Sanpoil River are 

included on the Washington state 

303 (d) list for water quality impair-

ments.  

Our central goal is to continue to 

restore riparian areas. The BMPs 

implemented will include but not be 

limited to riparian restoration, ripar-

ian fencing, off-stream stock water-

ing facilities, planting, and stream 

bank stabilization. The success of 

this project will depend on the will-

ingness of the community to partner 

on restoration projects at a cost 

share of 50%.  This is good news 

for landowners, and for improving 

water quality.  

Read the story below for more 

information. 

Water  Quality in Ferry County Grant Underway 

We are very pleased to welcome 

our new Water Quality Specialist, 

Liz Carr.  Liz  has a Master’s de-

gree in Environmental Studies and  

extensive experience in  the field of 

water quality, having  worked on 

Lake Roosevelt heavy metals and 

fish health issues as well as with 

shellfish health issues before arriv-

ing in Ferry County.   

Liz is spearheading our newest 

grant—Water Quality in Ferry 

County (WQFC). Funded by the 

Conservation District Collaborates with WSU Cooperative Extension at STEM Extravagenza 
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“We are very 

pleased to 

welcome our 

new water 

quality 

specialist, Liz 

Carr” 

Streambank erosion degrades 

habitat for aquatic animals.  Cost 

share funds can help restore this 

riparian area. 

Ferry  Conservation District  staff Liz Carr (back, right,) and Bill 

Chamberlin,( front, second from right) teach about water quality at  

recent4-H STEM Extravaganza. 
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Late spring on the Sanpoil River 

   Ferry Conservation District is a non-regulatory agency.  Our services are available to all without discrimination. 

 

We’re on the Web.  

Visit us at : 

ferrycd.org 

Ferry Conservation District 
84 East Delaware 

PO Box 1045 

Republic, WA 99166 

 

 

Conserving Natural 

Resources since 1947 

Conservation District Partners with Re-
public School and Cooperative Extension 

on Greenhouse Project 

The Ferry Conservation District is proud to announce its support of 
the Republic High School Environmental Science class “Lunches to 

Lunches” program.  The Conservation District has secured a grant 
from the Washington Conservation Society to provide financial 
support for this innovative program.   

Students taught by Casey Harris will be refurbishing a former green-

house in which they will start seedlings and grow enough vegetables 
to provide one salad for the entire school.  They will work with 
students from all grades to collect food waste in the cafeteria, which 

will be composted on-site and used as a soil amendment for the 
greenhouse plants.   

Grant funds procured by the Conservation District will be used to 
purchase seeds, pots, soil, material to build potting beds, a green-

house heater/fan and interpretive signage for the waste sorting area.  
The Republic School is also receiving support from the WSU Ferry 
County Extension  to help make this project a success. 

 


