
MEETING NOTES 
FERRY COUNTY VSP WORK GROUP 

November 13, 2019 
 
 
 

Attendees: 
Julie Olsen Landowner, Dennis Olsen Landowner, Dave Hedrick Ferry County 
Conservation District, Johnna Exner Ferry County Commissioner, Rochelle Osborn 
Ferry County Weed Board, Teresa Jenkins Landowner, Hayley Fletcher Ferry County 
GIS, Alex Case-Cohen Stevens County Conservation District, and Elisha Cava Ferry 
County Planning and Building Department. 
 
Dave Hedrick called the meeting to order at 5:07 p.m. 
 
Dave Hedrick reported that Lloyd Odell has retired, leaving Dave as the new VSP 
coordinator.   
 
Dave introduced Rochelle Osborne of the Ferry County Weed Board and presented 
the group with a USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Conservation Practice 
Standard Herbaceous Weed Treatment handout. Discussion of handout followed. 
Some topics of discussion included: 
  
 -In order for VSP project money to be used for weed control, NRCS standards 
  have to be met. 
 -The state mandates the weeds that have to be treated, and then landowners 
  can decide what else to treat. 
 -Cost Share for chemicals, re-seeding, bio mass, and cover crops. 
 
Dave introduced Alex Case- Cohen of the Stevens County conservation District. Alex 
discussed some of the ways she is helping to implement VSP in Stevens County such as 
organized farm tours, soil health evaluations, and farm plans. Her farm plans consist of 
at least eight gate visits, where she gathers information on crops, critical areas, 
proposed uses, and soil.  Alex creates a property map, critical areas map, and a soil 
map. She uses a GIS Collector app to add features to her maps in order to create a 
future project implementation plan. A discussion followed.  
Rochelle stated that she also uses a Collector app that she created for weed 
treatment. Hayley stated that she can set up these apps through Esri online. Alex also 
discussed the implementation of soil testing, rotational grazing, and best management 
practices. 



 
Dave discussed the Biennial Work Plan being approved by the work group. 
 
Teresa Jenkins, property owner presented a fencing project proposal to the group to 
improve her property’s soil conditions and maintain a healthy shoreline on the creek. 
The need to create a farm plan for Teresa’s project was discussed. 
 
The group discussed ways to improve relations and get the word out about the VSP to 
property owners. Some suggestions included changing the meeting times to better 
accommodate the land owners, visiting restaurants and meeting places where the 
ranchers and land owners congregate, using the Weed Board’s contacts, and revisiting 
previously contacted county residents with a weed management focus.  
 
The group agreed that unless there was a special need, meetings would be held only 
quarterly from now on. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 
 
  
 
  


