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Seed to Soil 
Many kinds of activity on your property, including logging, road-building, 

construction, or wildfire, can disturb the ground, resulting in bare soil.  Given 

enough time, nature will revegetate this disturbed area.  However, before the 

natural revegetation occurs, some less desirable things may happen.  

  

Noxious weeds are very likely to move in quickly and fill the disturbed 

area.  Not only will these plants compete with more desirable native plants, but 

many are toxic to livestock and most are hard to get rid of. 

  

Erosion is another concern.  Without plants 

sending their roots down, anchoring the soil, 

rain will wash away the topsoil from the 

disturbed ground.  This not only depletes 

nutrients available for future growth, but 

depending on the steepness of the ground and 

the severity of the precipitation, may result in 

a debris flow, endangering people, property 

and animals.  In addition, the lost topsoil will find its way to streams and rivers, 

silting them up and damaging fish habitat. 

Whether you are finishing up a logging project or recovering from the Devil’s 

Elbow Fire, you should consider seeding.  Planting grass in disturbed ground is a 

good way to prevent erosion and noxious weeds invasion. 

  

The most important element for successful planting is to get good seed-to-soil 

contact. This is why late fall is an excellent time to seed.  If you can get seed on 

or in the ground just before it starts to freeze (even with a little snow on the 

ground), the grass seed will not germinate, but instead will remain dormant 

until spring.  If you have taken the appropriate measures while planting, the 

seed will be in contact with moist soil early in the next growing season, giving it 

a good head start.  This is referred to as fall dormant seeding. 



  

There are several ways to get grass seed on the ground.  While aerial seeding 

and hydroseeding may be appropriate for government agencies and large 

corporate landowners, private landowners will find broadcasting and drilling to 

be very effective and much more economical methods. 

  

Broadcasting consists of distributing the seed by means of a seed spreader, a 

device worn over your shoulder, pushed on wheels or attached to the tailgate of 

a truck/tractor.  If your ground is free of vegetation and there is exposed 

mineral soil (probably the case if disturbed by logging equipment or fire), the 

broadcast seed will drop on the surface of the soil. The winter’s freeze-thaw 

cycle will pull the seed down into cracks in the soil surface, giving it an early 

advantage for germination when the warmer spring temperatures arrive.  This 

method is known as frost crack seeding. 

  

A seed drill is a mechanized device, pulled behind a tractor or truck, which 

makes a series of furrows, precisely positions the seeds and then covers over 

the furrows.  Using the drill to get seeds under the soil surface ensures seed-to-

soil contact and makes for more efficient use of seed.  In fact, because it is 

more precise than the broadcast method, only half the amount of seed is 

needed.  

  

In spring, when the grass begins to sprout, adequate irrigation will help it 

compete with the weeds which will inevitably appear.  In addition, chemical or 

mechanical (hand-pulling) control of competing weeds may be necessary. 

  

Remember that seed-to-soil contact is paramount for the success of your 

seeding practice.  If there is vegetation where you are broadcasting or if you 

are broadcasting seed at any other time than late fall (you may want to seed 

right after the ground has been disturbed to prevent weeds and erosion, rather 

than waiting until fall), you will have to till or at least scratch the hardened 

ground before and after planting to ensure proper seed-to-soil contact.  Keep in 



mind also that seeding in a fire damaged area may require removal of ash to 

reach mineral soil. 

  

If you are dealing with more adverse conditions, such as very steep slopes 

damaged by fire, you may have to consider additional erosion control methods, 

such as mulch, diversions, log erosion barriers, etc.  The Natural Resource 

Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Ferry Conservation District (FCD) can 

provide you with information about these methods. 

  

Another very important consideration is the purchase of the right grass seed. 

Always purchase certified weed-free seed which has been tested for germination 

rate, purity and weed content (which should be zero!)  There are many varieties 

to choose from.   It is important to buy seed produced in geographical proximity 

to your property. This will ensure that the seed is best suited to the conditions 

of the site.  Wild West Feed Store in Republic sells seed produced in Central 

Washington well acclimated to our climate. 

  

The FCD has a hand spreader and a seed drill available for loan.  The FCD and 

the NRCS have cost-share programs available to assist eligible landowners with 

seeding and other resource conservation projects. Please call 775-3473 for 

more information about these programs and about appropriate seed and soil 

preparation.  
 


